Synopsis of inaugural meeting at Garfield’s May 22. 

         As no minutes were officially taken, I will endeavor to give a brief outline of the proceedings. The meeting was called to order at 1200 hrs, with 22 persons present and nominations were called for a chairman. Charles Hoffman was nominated and elected. The meeting then proceeded to outline the aims and goals of the new association, namely to sponsor the goodwill, comradeship and community service work that had been lost over the past 18 months, due to friction within Chapter 46 SFA. Also the importance of the maintenance of the team house as a safe house and meeting place for all serving SFA Teams was stressed. Emails of support were read out from national members and FOC’s who could not be present for numerous reasons. Also many offers of memorabilia, to redecorate the Team House walls, were received from members and are in the process of being procured. We then moved on to the election of officers and after some discussion, Charles Hoffman was elected president, Josh Flack , vice president and Frank Devlin as secretary /treasurer. After several names were proposed and discussed, it was decided to name ourselves the Garfield’s Team House Association to maintain the Association’s links with the tradition of service and assistance to the SFA  Teams.
         We then moved on to the discussion of eligibility and it was decided unanimously that all previous members of Chapter 46, either FOC or National and all members present and persons who had expressed interest by email or in person would be eligible as founder or charter members. Any further membership applications would be put before the members at future meetings and voted on. These nominations would have to be passed by a majority, but not unanimous, vote. Dues were then discussed and it was decided, after some discussion that they would be set at 150 per month, or 1500 per year to give  the members incentive to pay yearly. The treasurer will open a bank account and have three signatories, yet to be nominated and a full written financial statement will be presented for the members’ perusal at each business meeting, but will be available at any time for any genuine queries by individual members.  It was decided to initially meet twice per month to see how that goes, so meetings will be on the first and third Saturday of each month. The first Saturday to be a Social Meeting and the third to be a Business Meeting, however urgent business may be raised at social events and minutes will be taken. 
         At the end of this month the SfA discount will cease for all but serving SFA military and an Association membership list will be given to the cashier to continue the discount for all current financial members. 
           There was some discussion about forming a new chapter, but it was decided by an overwhelming majority that this would be kept completely separate from the new association and any collusion between the two could be discussed at some appropriate time in the future. The national members present would discuss this amongst themselves at a date to be fixed, bearing in mind that several national members not present, had volunteered, by email, to run for office in a new chapter for the Philippines. 
          It was decided that we would continue to sponsor the 4th of July picnic and the Christmas party and Bill Grubb has volunteered to form a committee on June 4th at the Social meeting to organize the festivities on July 4th. Charlie has already lined up the children from several orphanages and institutions for the poor, to ensure a good roll up for the continuation of our charitable work with the Christmas party. It should also be noted that Charles has procured the Josefaville Clubhouse for these two occasions. It has also been  suggested that we speak to the RSL about supplying manpower assistance for their monthly medcaps, but this will be a subject for future discussions. 

              The meeting closed on a happy note at 1330 and all and sundry adjourned to the bar for a libation. Dues and donations were collected in the afternoon to the tune of 30,000 pesos. I will make sure that the future minutes are more succinct and informative. Thank you for your support. 

                                                                                Frank Devlin

                                                                                 Secretary/Treasurer.
