Minutes of Business Meeting October 15th 2011
          Meeting opened 1402 with 21 members present. The Chairman called for a moment of silence for lost and fallen comrades and those still in harms way.

          Apologies were read out from Bruce McTavish, Aitch, Bill Grubbs, Jack Hagen, Coach Thornton, Fred and Steve Peters, Josh Flack, Greg Davis, Gunner Wagner, Mark Irvin, Mark Moore, Bill Barker, Neal Watkins, Geoff Irvine, Bill Wright , Lewie Lewis, Peter Cameron, Shane Kennett, Mike Kilano, Noel Sioson, Shane French and Nigel Hutchinson.

          Sick Call.  Shy John Stuntz is recovering from a chronic leg infection and has mobility problems. He has been out for a beer a couple of times, but still in some pain from his left foot. Joey Fink gave a report on Charlie Martins condition and said that although the operation wounds on his lower leg were slow to heal, he was in good spirits and doing well.

          The minutes of the last meeting were read and some questions were asked about the situation at the Sports Field. The meeting was told that the new land had been secured by Bruce on a 50 year unbreakable lease and it should be safe from any future redevelopment in most of our lifetimes. There was also some discussion on the basketball hoop project and the meeting was told that the Mayor had given his approval to the project and will supply a list of the more needy Barangays. The meeting was informed that we had been pledged 6 hoops by a fabrication company on the base and we had inquired into purchasing another 10 from them at cost. This met with unanimous approval and Marvin Reed moved that we co-ordinate with his Masonic Lodge in Mindanao for the erection of some hoops there as well. The motion was seconded by Rick Brill and passed unanimously. Marvin will take the lead in the negotiations in Mindanao. Chuck gave a report on the school project, saying that the structural side was nearing completion. The secretary contacted the contractor prior to the meeting and was informed that they should be finished this weekend and the painting will be completed next weekend, weather permitting. It was moved and seconded that the minutes be received and passed unanimously. The secretary mentioned that our work seems to have galvanized some of the parents, who were seen on Saturday morning, working on some of the other school buildings which are sadly in need of repair. They were seen to be replacing some of the ceiling panels and swinging a paint brush and roller. 

         Secretary’s Report—During the month, I received a request from one of our members, for the use of a wheelchair for a few weeks. I negotiated the purchase of one unit from the RSL at 3,500 pesos. Due to our aging membership and the occasional need for these types of devices, I requested that we purchase one more for stock. This suggestion received universal approval and I have informed the RSL that we require one more unit. The October Social at Gentlemen’s Club Sports Bar was a resounding success and the raffle, which happily coincided with the Australian Football Grand Final, raised 7,300 pesos from the large crowd. The Prize was won by Pangit and was donated back to the Association. We still have 10 members with outstanding dues, but they are all out of country and will pay when they arrive back here. The next Social in November will be held at the T & A Bar. Greg Davis, who was in town from Guam for a week, but left just before the meeting, said that if Mark Higgins can contact him on Guam and arrange for the pitching machine to be delivered to him, he would place it on a Naval vessel coming to Subic Bay, where we could pick it up. Frank will attempt to contact Mark to arrange this.
      Treasurers Report   After paying the 77,000 for the school project and purchasing the 2 new wheel chairs, we still have well in excess of 100,000 pesos in the General fund and 40,000 pesos in the Sports Fund with 15,000 still owing in back dues. A comprehensive report was read to members at the meeting and passed around for their perusal. As usual, a copy of the report is available to any member upon request. The report was received by the meeting.
       General Business  Rob, our webmaster, received an email from SSG Jack Martin’s widow, expressing an interest in our organization and perhaps visiting the Team Room at a future date. Rob has continued to communicate with Mrs. Martin and will relay his communications to the Secretary. The emails were passed around the meeting for the members perusal. There was a general consensus that we felt that we had achieved a milestone in our endeavors to perpetuate the memory of our two lost warriors. 

         Patrick, the President of the Xmas Party Organizing Committee gave a brief report, stating that he was still waiting for some ages and sexes of the participating children, before finalizing the gift buying. Bruce, who was getting the numbers, has been very busy lately with his work and Charles said that he would have the numbers within two weeks, in Bruce’s absence. Charles also said that Josefaville 2 was already booked and he will pay this week and also speak to Bob Zaher about his appearance as Santa, in Jimmy D.s absence. Some of the Xmas party peripherals were finalized. Coach will provide the soft drinks for the children, Rick Brill will provide the clowns and the cotton candy and Frank will do the balloons. It was suggested by Rick and seconded by Rob, that we approach both Jollibee and SM for their support in our endeavors, in the way of food donations or discounts. This would save the problem of having to cook at the venue. Rob and Rick both volunteered to make the approaches to the suppliers. This suggestion was met with universal approval. As usual, Garfield’s and Gentleman’s will provide the Adult refreshments at cost to the Association, as well as staff to serve the refreshments and help with the children. All donors and suppliers are to be finalized at the November meeting and the Christmas party is scheduled for the first Saturday in December, the 3rd. 
       New Member Tariq spoke on the situation with the FRA in Zambales and asked for donations to help in repairs to their Clubhouse after the recent typhoon. It was decided that the proceeds of today’s Raffle would be donated to their cause, along with any personal donations. This came to 5,300 pesos, which Tariq will convey to Zambales with a covering letter from the Secretary. There being no further business to discuss, the meeting was adjourned at 1448 and members repaired to the bar for cold drinks and hot snacks. The raffle, a bottle of Jaegermeister, was won by Don, who promptly headed for home with the bottle tucked under his arm.
Frank Devlin.
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