Minutes of Business Meeting 16/04/2011

              Meeting opened at 1225 with 12 members present. The president was absent and nominations for Chairman were called from the floor. Frank Devlin was nominated and accepted.

               The Chair opened the meeting with a moment of silence for lost and fallen comrades and those still in harms way. Apologies were read out from Mark Irvin, Frank Thornton, Marvin Reed, Nigel Hutchinson, Shane Kennett, Bill Grubbs, Fred Peters, Steve Peters, Gunner Wagner, Charlie Martin and Bill Wright Pete Silvernail.
               Sick Call, Charlie Hoffman, Jim Jones, Rick Cantrell, Ralph Milward.

                 The secretary gave a report on the Family Social on April 2nd and all present pronounced it a resounding success, with upwards of fifty members, friends and family members in attendance. A vote of thanks went out to all members who supplied food, drinks and cash donations to make the occasion a memorable one. It was also announced to the meeting that the next social has been arranged by Shane at Lost in Asia on the first Saturday in May at 1400. The Association will supply the food and the bar has offered 40 peso local drinks. For those buying ladies drinks at 150 pesos, you will get one local drink free with each one.
                 The Financial report was read out to the meeting by the Treasurer and then passed around the membership, along with an account of the expenses for the Family Social, for their perusal. The question was asked if the sports fund was included in the figure of general funds. It was explained that it was separate and shown independently at the bottom of the report. The Financial report was received unanimously, with no more questions. As usual, any members not able to make the meeting, are able to request a copy of the Financial Report by email.
                 We welcomed 2 new members into our organization. Dave Keegan and Terry Invest, both of whom are well known to the majority of members. This increases our membership to 51 persons. Coach Thornton suggested that we concentrate on increasing our membership with members who have the time and motivation, to contribute physically to our projects. 

                  The secretary spoke to member, Mark Higgins by phone, during the meeting, as he was busy organizing his upcoming trip. He said that he would be in Guam in early May and would arrange the transport of the pitching machine for the Little League Team. When asked about more sports equipment, he said that the team had sufficient for now and asked that we consider some lighting for the basketball court. The venue will be inspected in the near future to consider the feasibility of such a move. The result will be brought up at the next meeting for the members’ deliberations.
                 It was also raised about the circular that is being circulated by the Dept of Justice, in reference to behavior and civil rights at official checkpoints. The secretary said that he would print it out and put it on the Notice Board and also forward it to any members on request.

               Bruce raised the point of changing the meeting time to 1400, the same as the socials. There was quite a bit of discussion on the matter, all of it in the affirmative. The motion was moved by Henry (Aitch) Solley and seconded by Jimmy Hoggs and passed unanimously. 

                Frank mentioned that a friend had been approached by a woman, with regards to doing some repairs, such as replacement/repairs to faucets, basins and cisterns, to the ablutions block at a local Barangay Elementary School. Unfortunately, the woman never returned, but Frank suggested that this was the type of community service that our association should participate in, as they are normally short term, low budget projects that actually make a difference. There was some discussion on this and it was decided that Bruce would look into it and get us a list of the poorer schools where we may be able to achieve something. It was decided that members would independently inspect any schools on the list and present a proposal, along with photographs and quotes, to the next business meeting for their approval. 

               There being no further business to discuss, the meeting was adjourned at 1247 and members repaired to the bar for drinks and snacks. The raffle, a bottle of Boracay Cappuccino Rhum, was won by Pappy and after 500 was donated for the food, raised 1100 pesos.
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Yours Fraternally

Frank Devlin.

Secretary/Treasurer

