Minutes of Business Meeting July 16th 2011

              The Chairman opened the meeting at 1402 with 19 members and 2 guests in attendance. A moment of silence was called for fallen comrades, with special mention to Brother Ralph and those who are still in harms way.

              Apologies were read out from Bill Wright, Bill Grubbs, Marvin Reed, Mark Ervin, Scott Dail, Nigel Hutchinson, Fred Peters, Steve Peters, Josh Flack, Coach Thornton, Mark Moore, Wild Bill Barker, Neal Watkins, Geoff Irvine, Pete Silvernail, Bruce McTavish, Lewie Lewis and Pete Bazeotis. Two members on sick call: Gunner Wagner and Rick Cantrell.

The Chairman opened the proceedings with comments on the July 4th picnic. He gave thanks to the organizing committee and all the contributing members, with special mention to member, Rick Brill, who contributed so much time and effort to make the occasion the outstanding success that it turned out to be. There was in excess of 50 members and family and it was great to see the wives, girlfriends and children having such a good time. The food was great and abundant and the atmosphere, convivial.  There was also some discussion on the future venues for the occasion and while it was agreed that Josefaville 2 was an appropriate venue for the children’s Xmas party, it was unanimously agreed that we continue to use the current one for our other occasions, with a view to obtaining the use of the pool for the kids, next time. The Chairman also mentioned Post 10 of the American Legion, which has recently undergone a massive refurbishment program and is now open for business. In view of the support that it’s members, who are also our members, have shown our organization, it was moved and seconded that we hold occasional Business meetings there, beginning next month. The motion was moved and seconded and passed with no dissenters. 
               There was some discussion on the previous minutes, especially about the 3,600 peso baseball donation, which was allegedly not picked up(Secretary to investigate and adjust the accounts accordingly) and the small 5,000 float to be left behind the bar for emergency funding. 

               The Financial report was read to the meeting, including the latest income from merchandise and current stocks, and the accounts from the previous month, to include donations for E. Ralph Milward‘s Wake and the costs for the July 4th Picnic. The Treasurer then sent all the relevant documents to the floor for the members perusal. After some initial questions, it was moved and seconded that the Treasurers report be received and passed unanimously. The treasury is in a very healthy position and the current financial report is always available on request to any member, by email, who can’t be present at the meeting.  The Treasurer reminded members that their Annual Dues were due this month and requested any members in country to pay them as soon as they can.
General Business    Discussion turned to the Christmas party and a storage area was called for, for the toys. Rob Amerault volunteered a room in his house and his offer was accepted. Member Shane spoke about the Xmas Organizing Committee and asked that it be expanded to this year to stop the same couple of members doing all the work. This was agreed and a new committee will be nominated and voted on, at the next meeting. It was also suggested that we write letters to some of our previous food suppliers, such as Jollibee and KFC  and try to secure their early support to defray our expenses. Shane and Frank to collaborate on this one.
                      Member Chuck, in accordance with requests from previous meetings, tabled a report on much needed repairs at the local elementary school. As the list was extensive, it was decided that Chuck would bypass the Department of Education and consult with the Principal. If all is above board, the Secretary is to get quotes from local tradesmen on the cost of the repairs and present them to a future meeting. 

                   Member Jimmy Hoggs is celebrating his birthday at The American Legion Post 10 on the 3rd of September at 1300 and invited any members who are available, to attend. For those who don’t know, Post 10 is only 3 doors down from Garfields.

                   The next Social on August 6th will be held at Emotions Nightclub. The management have promised to give us a memorable time, political climate permitting, and a good attendance would be appreciated by all. As mentioned previously in these minutes, the next Business meeting will be convened at The American Legion, Post 10. In line with our new policy, all meetings now begin at 1400.

                   Rob Amerault, who provided 2 American Flags for the Association, which had been flown over the Capitol Building, asked the meeting for permission to send one of them to be sent to be flown over Iwo Jima. He has a contact, who can make this happen and the cost is US$30 plus transportation costs. It was considered that this would be appropriate for future re-enlistments and the motion was approved unanimously. Meeting closed at 1435.
                      There being no further general business, it was moved that the meeting be adjourned. The members and guests then retired to the bar for some cold drinks and finger food supplied by Post 10. The Raffle, a bottle of scotch, was won by Roo, who immediately opened it and distributed shots amongst the members. The Raffle raised 2,200, which was placed in the general fund. 
  Yours Fraternally.      Frank Devlin…                                            [image: image1.jpg]


  
