Minutes of Business Meeting 16/10/2010

          Meeting opened 1202 by Chairman Charles Hoffman with 10 members and 4 guests present. A moment of silence was observed for lost and fallen comrades and those still in harms way. Apologies were then read out from Bill Grubbs, Bruce McTavish, Mark Higgins, Nigel Hutchinson, Henry Solley, Patrick Patterson, Mark Irvine, Bill Wright, Rick Cantrell, Shy John Stuntz, Bob Essary and Scotty Dail.
          The Chairman then called on the Secretary to read the minutes of the last business meeting and called for questions and discussions on the minutes. Due to the fact that Mark Higgins, who coaches the Bahay Bata Little League Team, was out of the country, many questions went unanswered on that subject. However we are pleased to announce that, due to our appeal, Scotty Dail has pledged to donate US$1000 worth of equipment to the team. Fred Peters, in Guam, has also managed to accumulate some equipment and will have it sent across as the opportunities arise. Bill Wright has brought back 3 new gloves and a box of balls from the States. Coach Thornton has donated 5000 pesos towards the purchase of ground maintenance equipment and Lance Trimmer has donated US$1000 to be split between the baseball team and the Christmas party, as required. He also did some research on sports equipment outlets and prices while he was in town last week.
             There was some more organizational details discussed for the Christmas party, including the supply of refreshments for the children. Frank will buy the hotdogs and E Ralph, the buns and we have already organized an ice cream vendor and also a cotton candy wagon and ballons. While some toys have already been bought, Patrick and Shane will go to China town in Manila and explore the possibility of getting a set of clothes for the kids, along with more toys. I am still waiting to hear back from our Guam members about bringing some candy over between Halloween and the party date. Although we have 60 children confirmed from Barangay Cuayan, we will be catering for 100 children as we expect to add some from orphanages; and our members have been encouraged to bring their young children as well.
              Garfields and Gentlemens Club will supply local drinks free to members and guests and the Association will purchase a large drink cooler to provide Kool Aid to the kids. This will be a permanent acquisition and will be kept for future events. Jimmy D has agreed to be our Santa Claus again this year and I am sure he will do his usual great job. It was decided at the meeting that the adult victuals would be supplied on a pot luck basis and a list has been placed on the wall at Garfields for members to add their contributions. 

                The banners discussed at the last meeting have been organized by Shane and were donated by the manufacturer. Due to a total gun ban being in force due to the Barangay elections, any decision for a day at the range was deferred until the ban is lifted in November. Shane confirmed that the next Social would be at Touch of Class and discounted drinks and finger foods would be part of the deal, however it was stressed that a good roll up would be essential to continue these types of socials and would give him more influence to negotiate these sorts of deals with other bars in the future.
                After all discussion was over, it was moved that the previous minutes be received. This was passed unanimously.
              The chair then called upon the Treasurer to read the financial statement. There was some discussion on the publishing of the Financial Statement, as there has been some talk about our funding by persons outside the organization. It was decided that a copy would be kept in a folder behind the bar for any member to peruse and an electronic copy would be available to any member, on request, by email.
                The venue for the party was discussed, as there had been suggestions about the Angeles Sports and Country Club and also the sports ground at the Bahay Bata. After kicking it around for a while, it was decided the we would have it at the Josephaville 2 Club House, which is already booked and hire a couple of jeepneys to ferry the children if required.

            E.Ralph Milward spoke on American VA matters and noted that Sacred heart Hospital was now VA accredited. He mentioned that the VA must be notified with 24 to 36 hours after admission, accompanied by a letter from the admitting physician. 

              Rob Amerault, who has been managing our website, brought Josh Schaeffer JR, along with one of his classmates who is doing a redesign of the website banner. Several concepts were passed around at the meeting for members’ consideration and some suggestions were made about the final draft. The lads were thanked for their participation.
             We were pleased to welcome 2 new members; Lance Trimmer and Pete Baseotis to the Association. Both new members made sizable contributions towards the children’s party. The meeting closed at 1238 and all adjourned for some lively conversation, fuelled by cold ale and finger foods from Emotions.

             The raffle grossed 2800 pesos, of which 500 was donated for the food. The prize, a bottle of Nordic Ice Strawberry vodka, donated by Frank, was won by Josh Flack. The remaining 2300 pesos was placed in the Treasury. 

Frank Devlin.
Secretary/Treasurer                                [image: image1.jpg]



