Minutes of Business meeting 18/09/2010

            Meeting opened 1201 with 12 members and 1 guest present with Josh Flack as Chairman, due to our President being currently overseas. A moment of silence was observed for lost or fallen comrades and for those still in harms way. Apologies were then read out from Henry Solley, Shy John Stuntz, Charles Hoffman, Scotty Dail, Nigel Hutchinson, E. Ralph Milward, Bill Wright, BOB Essary, Mark Irvine and Rick Cantrell.
              The chairman then called on the secretary to read the minutes of the last meeting and called for questions or discussion on the minutes. There was discussion on the subject of the base ball gear and possible donors. Member Mark Higgins, who coaches the team at Bahay Bata, stated that they were having difficulty getting any replacement gear. It was also brought up, that when visiting teams play, there was no provision for drinks or refreshments and it was moved by Shane and seconded by Frank that we make a donation, in the form of liquid refreshments for the visiting teams. Mark to notify us of their needs beforehand. 

              There was some discussion on the letter of reply from Jeff Raker of Chapter 46 to Bruce McTavish, in reference to his previous offer of a cash donation for our Xmas party. General consensus was the offer was never genuine anyway and we should dismiss his reply out of hand. Bruce was thanked for his efforts. 
                 The financial report was read out to the meeting. This was received and passed unanimously. Copies available to members by email on request. 

             The Association caps are now available in several different styles. The plain ones, with only the name, go for 150 peso and the one with flags and Association Logo are 250 pesos. We are going to place the shirt order next week and hope the shirts will be available early next month. Prices will be known as soon as the order is finalized.

                A committee was formed to begin organizing the Annual Xmas Party on December 4th and is headed up by Patrick Patterson who will be ably assisted by Shane and Mark. Bill Grubbs also offered his assistance as necessary. We already have some volunteers for supply of such items as balloons and the ice cream and cotton candy. There was some discussion about supplying clothing as part of the gift package, but a decision on this was left till we have a better idea on the ages, size and gender of the children who will be there. Bruce McTavish will get the ages and gender of the children who will attend from Barangay Cuayan and will liaise with several orphanages as well.

            Jim Jones moved that we order a banner for the party and asked Patrick to design it and forward it to him for pricing from the manufacturer. This was seconded and passed unanimously. Frank volunteered to get a stamp made for the balloons as the one we presently own, is for Chapter 46.

              Shane raised the matter of the cost of food for meetings, as Garfields has been shouldering the cost for both the social and business meetings. There was some discussion both for and against his suggestion and it was finally decided that 500 pesos be taken from each meeting raffle to compensate the bar. Garfields would cover the difference. We would also like to thank Pappy, who invariably brings food to the meeting, for his generous contributions. 

              Shane stated that he was currently talking to Steve, from Touch Of Class Bar about the venue for our next Bar Hop Social, at a date to be fixed. He would notify the meeting when all the details were finalized. 

                Mark Higgins also raised the subject of a members day at the shooting range. As the secretary, I am asking any members who would be interested in doing this, to reply by email and if we have enough interest, I will speak to the range owners at Mountain Clark and Eagle Clark and arrange a club discount for the day.
             Sick Call  E Ralph is having some pain problems with his back after his recent spinal operation and is not able to get around too well. Meanwhile there is both good and bad news on Rick Cantrell. Ricks latest examination showed that his cancers had substantially reduced in size, but his latest seizure caused temporary blindness and though his right eye is functioning normally again, his left remains blurry. To compound all of this, he had another heart attack three days ago and yesterday was transferred from Mt Carmel Medical Center in San Fernando to the Philippine Heart Center in Manila for tests and observation. 
                 The raffle was held and raised 2900 pesos; 500 of which was given to the bar and 2400 was added to the treasury. Pappy won a bottle of single malt whisky which was kindly donated, in his absence, by Charles. Meeting closed at 1235 and all members adjourned to the bar for both liquid and solid refreshments.

Frank Devlin.    Secretary/Treasurer.

